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The following information is intended to provide a brief summary of NEPA.
For more information, visit http://ceq.eh.doe.gov/nepa/nepanet.htm

The purposes of this Act are:

“To declare a national policy which will encourage productive and enjoyable harmony
between man and his environment

To promote efforts which will prevent or eliminate damage to the environment and
biosphere and stimulate the health and welfare of man

To enrich the understanding of the ecological systems and natural resources important
to the Nation

To establish a Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)”

CEQ Regulations for Implementing NEPA

Part 1500 – Purpose, Policy, and Mandate

Part 1501 – NEPA and Agency Planning
Integrate the NEPA process into early planning to ensure appropriate

consideration of NEPA's policies and to eliminate delay
Emphasize cooperative consultation among agencies before the environmental

impact statement (EIS) is prepared rather than submission of adversary
comments on a completed document

Provide for the swift and fair resolution of lead agency disputes
Identify at an early stage the significant environmental issues deserving of study

and deemphasize insignificant issues, narrowing the scope of the EIS accordingly
Provide a mechanism for putting appropriate time limits on the EIS process

Part 1502 – Environmental Impact Statement

“The primary purpose of an environmental impact statement is to serve as an
action-forcing device to ensure that the policies and goals defined in the Act are
infused into the ongoing programs and actions of the Federal Government

It shall provide full and fair discussion of significant environmental impacts and
shall inform decision makers and the public of the reasonable alternatives which
would avoid or minimize adverse impacts or enhance the quality of the human
environment

Agencies shall focus on significant environmental issues and alternatives and shall
reduce paperwork and the accumulation of extraneous background data
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Statements shall be concise, clear, and to the point, and shall be supported by
evidence that the agency has made the necessary environmental analyses

An environmental impact statement is more than a disclosure document. It shall
be used by Federal officials in conjunction with other relevant material to plan
actions and make decisions”

Part 1503 – Commenting

Comments on the EIS prepared for the proposed project are a crucial element of
the NEPA process

Comments should be elicited from the Federal agencies with jurisdiction by law or
with special expertise with respect to any environmental impact involved,
appropriate state and local agencies involved, any additional agency that has
requested materials on proposed actions and impacts, and of course the public

Part 1504 – Pre-decision Referrals to the Council of Proposed Federal Actions
Determined to be Environmentally Unsatisfactory

Procedural process for referring to the Council any Federal interagency
disagreements over the proposed actions, which might cause unsatisfactory
environmental effects. It provides a means for early resolution of such
disagreements

Part 1505 – NEPA and Agency Decision Making

The purpose of this section is to ensure that agencies develop decision-making
procedures that guarantee decisions are made according to the policies and
procedures of the Act

In the case that an EIS was prepared, a Record of Decision (ROD) must be
developed that states what the decision is, alternatives to that decision, what
mitigation or avoidance measures were taken, and discloses all unavoidable
impacts

Part 1506 – Other requirements of NEPA

Part 1507 – Agency Compliance

Part 1508 – Terminology and Index


